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STUDY PURPOSE 
This study has been carried out with appropriations 
for site development studies of the State-supported 
colleges and universities under Act No. 124, P.A. 
1965. It was authorized by the Joint Capital Out-
lay Subcommittee of the Senate Appropriations and 
the House Ways and Means Committee through its 
release of funds to the Department of Administra-
tion, now the Bureau of the Budget, Glenn S. Allen, 
Director. It was conducted under the direction of 
the Building Division, Bureau of the Budget, A. N. 
Langius, Director, and involved the professional 
services of Johnson, Johnson & Roy, Inc., campus 
planners. 
The firm of Johnson, Johnson & Roy, Inc., of Ann 
Arbor, was selected in 1961 by the Board of Control 
of Grand Valley State College to conduct the origi~ 
nal studies for development of its newly acquired 
campus site. These studies resulted in a plan that, 
with some modifications, has guided the college and 
its architects through the first five years of planning 
and construction. Buildings, roads, walkways, park-
ing lots, landscaped areas and utilities services now 
stand on acreage that was only farmland five years 
ago. 
The State support for this current study has given 
the college a welcome opportunity to reassess the 
direction given by the original plan. The college 
also can look at the consistency of actual develop-
ments with the original plan and the variances that 
have occurred, report the accomplishments and ex-
periences up to now and see the implications they 
have for the future, and enlarge upon the previous 
plan. 
In accordance with the desires of the sponsors of 
this study, its purpose is to assemble information 
on the available land, the present buildings and 
site improvements, and also to establish reasonable 
criteria and standards for developing the further 
facilities needed to meet predicted enrollments and 
program objectives of the college. 
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ASSUMPTIONS 
Enrollment projections 
By fall 1970-3,000 students 
By fall 1975--4,800 students 
Thereafter-The college has the capacity on the 
present campus of an ultimate growth to 22,000 
students. Whether this growth will actually occur 
and through what educational concepts cannot be 
accurately predicted at this time. 
Academic programs 
Through 1975, undergraduate baccalaureate pro-
grams of liberal education along with optional · 
teacher preparation and training in health-related 
and other technical subjects, in cooperation with 
other institutions hauing the appropriate special-
ized facilities. 
After 1975, development of different kinds of aca-
demic programs in facilities located On a section of 
the campus distinct from the present area of de-
velopment. 
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Student housing needs 
Commuter students - The1Je are students whose 
family homes or rented housing are nearby and who 
commute daily to and from the campus. Their num-
ber will always be significant although they will 
represent a declining proportion of students. By 
1975 they may total not more than 50%. 
Resident students-These are students for whom 
housing must be provided on or near the campus. 
By 1975 they may include at least 50% of the stu-
dent body. A growing number will require married 
student housing. 
Community development 
The college will be the major inf/,uence on any com-
munity development in the area. In time we antici-
pate that private investment will build single and 
multiple-unit housing, stores, service industries, 
and recreational facilities for the college commu-
nity's use. This development should provide hous-
ing for about 113 of the students and some faculty-
staff members. 
We do not expect development of a metropolitan 
area around the campus community providing full 
services, broad employment opportunities, and a 
wide variety of housing for rent or sale. Probably 
the campus community will remain suburban and 
primarily residential with orientation principally to 
Greater Grand Rapids. This expectation will tend 
to make the college responsible for providing on-
campus services to meet non-academic needs of stu-
dents and of others in the immediate area. 
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The Board of Control, in selection of the site and 
in initial planning for its development, had the 
benefit of consultants generously provided from the 
administrations and faculties of other Michigan 
colleges and universities and of some outside the 
State, from the Building Division of the State 
Department of Administration, A. N. Langius, Di-
rector, and from committees of interested citizens 
within the area who helped to screen the different 
site proposals. The Citizens Committees also worked 
to raise funds for the land purchase and for con-
struction of the first building. 
After organization of the general administration of 
the college in 1961-62, general development plan-
ning became a function of the executive officers of 
the college: The president and those officers report-
ing to him with responsibilities, respectively, for 
academic affairs1 for student services, and for busi-
ness management. Since 1963 there have been 
committees which include faculty members to con-
tribute program proposals for planned buildings for 
the guidance of the architects. These committees 
also review plans as they are developed. 
Final authority for approval of plans rests with the 
Board of Control. In 1963 the Board of Control be-
came an autonomous governing body with exclusive 
constitutional authority for general supervision of 
the college and control of its expenditures. This au-
thority, however, is subject to the function of the 
State Board of Education as the general planning 
and coordinating body for all _public education in 
the state. It is also subject to dependence on the 
Legislature and the Governor for appropriations to 
support particular capital outlays projects. In these 
respects, the planning decisions of the board have 
to meet external tests of feasibility. 
Legislators and state administrative officials have 
generally been favorable to the plans leading to the 
present campus development. They have shared 
with the Board of Control an interest in developing 
and carrying out imaginative plans that take full 
advantage of the rare opportunity to build com-
plete new college facilities on an attractive and 
ample site. 
Present program of the college and 
characteristics of the student bo_dy 
The academic year 1967-68 is the fifth year of oper-
ation and is the second year that all £our class levels 
of instruction leading to a Baccalaureate degree are 
being offered. The Pioneer Class was graduated in 
June 1967, and accreditation by the North Central 
Association was granted in March 1968. Programs 
leading to a Bachelor of Arts degree are available 
in 16 major fields, and 6 minor subjects are offered. 
All subjects are characteristic of liberal arts college 
curricula. Effective as of January 1967, programs 
leading to a Bachelor of Science degree are offered 
in 12 major fields, all but two of which (Economics 
and Business Administration; Physical Education) 
are the same as B.A. major fields. The chief differ-
ence between the two programs is the absence 
under the B.S. program of a mandatory foreign 
language requirement. Students working toward 
either degree may prepare for teacher certification 
in secondary, junior high, or elementary education. 
The college conducts a year-around academic pro-
gram divided into four equal terms: fall, winter, 
spririg, and summer. At each term a student nor-
mally takes three five-hour coul'ses plus an occa. 
sional one or two-hour course. 
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Characteristics of the student body 
In the fall term of 1967 enrollment was 1,729 head 
count. Two.thirds of the students came from homes 
in Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa counties. All but 
1.5% were residents of Michigan. 
Of the entering freshmen dass in the fall of 1967, 
one.third had high school records between uB" and 
"A." Those with a C+ or lower (below 2.5) aver· 
age represented 29% of the total entering fresh· 
men. The ones in this category were selected for 
admission on the basis of favorable standardized 
test scores, principal's recommendations1 and re· 
sults of interviews. Two-thirds of all students 
applying were approved for admission. 
Of the total student body enrolled, 55% were male, 
26% were 21 years or older, and 10% were married. 
Place of GVSC in relation to other 
state.supported Michigan colleges and 
universities 
Grand Valley became the tenth state-supported 
college in Michigan. It was founded at a time when 
a doubling of enrollments in public colleges of the 
state appeared likely over the ensuing ten-year 
period. The new college was started to help meet 
this tremendous need for expansion of state-provid-
<;d higher education and to bring higher education 
closer to students in the populous Kent-Ottawa-
Muskegon area who had no public four-year college 
within commuting distance of their homes. 
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Since GVSC was founded, the older state-supported 
colleges have all continued to expand rapidly in 
programs much more diversified than any new col-
lege could provide. Recent additions to student 
financial aid resources by the State and Federal 
'Governments have made it less of an economic 
necessity for many students to attend college while 
living at home. 
In quantity of educational offerings GVSC remains 
far behind the older state colleges and universities, 
and until its enrollments grow much larger this con-
dition will continue. As a much smaller institution, 
it can attract students principally by the high qual-
ity of instruction it offers. This quality is more 
easily achieved with a relatively small number of 
students and with a faculty exclusively concerned 
with undergraduate teaching. Close relationships 
between faculty and students are maintained, and 
helpful innovations in course structure and teach-
ing methods are adopted q uic:l~ly. 
Nearby collegiate institutions 
In the neighboring city of Grand Rapids are two 
private church-related, four.year colleges offering 
Baccalaureate programs - Calvin College with a 
current undergraduate enrollment of 3,330, and 
Aquinas College with a current undergraduate en-
rollment of 1,503. Both also offer Masters Degree 
programs in a limited number of fields. Holland's 
Hope College is also a private, church-related col-
lege which enrolled 1,839 undergraduate students 
in the fall of 1967. 
Grand Rapids Junior College, with an enrollment 
of 5,031 students, offers a two-year college transfer 
program and a variety of terminal courses in tech-
nical subjects. Muskegon County has a community 
college on a new campus which enrolls 2,876 stu-
dents in similar programs. Montcalm County has 
just started a community college and Ottawa Coun-
ty is considering plans to start one. Admission to 
these two-year public institutions is open to all stu-
dents including those who are best served by some 
remedial courses or by vocational and technical 
courses not offered at GVSC. Many students of 
above average scholastic ability enroll for college 
transfer programs from which they will trailsfer to 
GVSC or to other four~year colleges. The programs 
of these schools may permit GVSC to offer coopera-
tive degree programs that incorporate some of the 
technical subjects which they teach. 
Evening programs in college-level and post-gradu-
ate courses are offered in cities within the area by 
the extension services of The University of Michi-
gan, Michigan State University, and Western 
Michigan University. 
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Population distribution and potential 
growth patterns 
The college is located near the small community of 
Allendale, close to the geographical center of a 
triangular area between Grand Rapids, Muskegon 
and Holland. Only a slight degree of related com-
munity growth is now being generated around the 
edges of the campus. Allendale provides limited 
service facilities for the college but does not provide 
the broad range of community services necessary 
to generate substantial residential development 
for staff and faculty. Urban development patterns 
indicate that future major development of the area 
will be inward along the traffic routes connecting 
the three established metropolitan areas. 
Traffic approaches 
The sides of the triangular area between Grand 
Rapids, Muskegon and Holland are formed by ma-
jor state and interstate highways. The campus, in 
the center of the triangle, is within 30-minutes driv-
ing time of all three areas. 
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features of the immediate environment and 
township .zoning 
The campus lies in the southeast corner of the 
Township of Allendale, is bounded on the south by 
the Township of Georgetown, and on the east, 
across the Grand River, by the Township of Tall-
madge. The surrounding area consists mainly of 
general-purpose farmland with scattered small resi-
dential communities. There is very little industrial 
or commercial zoning within the three adjoining 
townships. 
Since the formation of the college, all three town-
ships have enacted comprehensive zoning ordi-
nances designed to provide for future orderly 
growth. Efforts of the three townships are coordi-
nated through joint meetings and exchanges of in-
formation and through membership of these and 
other organizations in the college Town and Gown 
Committee. 
Allendale and Georgetown Townships have co-
operated with the college and the Ottawa County 
Road Commission in establishing a water and 
sewer district in the immediate vicinity of the cam-
pus in order to provide these utilities for residential 
development. 
14 
I-96 
___.--. 
Local Go 't!rnmenfa/ 
Natural characteristics of the site 
Among the primary reasons for selecting the site 
were its unique land structure and its groves of ma-
ture hardwood trees. The 876~acre site is divided 
broadly into two kinds of land: (i) deep wooded 
ravines penetrating into the site through a high 
bluff overlooking the Grand River, and (ii) gently 
rolling, open farm.lands studded here and there with 
trees. Along the bluff the land is separated into 
three enclosed, level plateaus by the ravines, These 
areas comprise approximately one-fifth of the total 
campus. The drama of the site unfolds as one ap-
proaches the ravine edges and experiences the 
sharp contrast between the level, open plateaus and 
the adjoining steep, wooded slopes. The configura-
tion and location of the ravines necessitates linking 
them with bridges in order to integrate developable 
areas into one pedestrian campus. At the same 
time, this configuration provides for a remarkable 
degree of intimacy and supports the decentralized 
educational concept of the college. 
The wooded ravines are the most prominent natu-
ral elements of the site. Most of the trees in these 
areas are native hardwoods, such as red oak, white 
oak, hickory, sugar maple, red maple, American 
beech, ash, ironwood and wild cherry, Some elms, 
poplars, willows and sycamores occur where drain-
age is poor. 
A mature root system of grasses, shrubs and trees 
stabilizes and holds the steep ravine slopes. Spe-
cial care must be taken to protect and maintain this 
cover in order to preserve the ravines' natural char-
acter. Intensive-use areas forced into the ravines 
could cause a physical change which could destroy 
the natural beauty. Limited use should be encour-
aged, however, by allowing foot paths to meander 
through these areas to the river's edge. 
A flood plain lies along the river's edge and extends 
a short distance into the ravines. About one-fifth 
of the total campus is consumed by either flood 
plain or ravines and can only be developed for lim-
ited recreational uses. 
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Approximately three-fifths of the campus consists 
of open, rolling fields leading up tq the enclosed 
plateaus and ravines. Development of the campus 
can and should honor the relationship between 
these areas and the adjoining enclosed plateaus. 
Access to the campus is good from all directions. 
The site is bounded on the north by highway M-45, 
which connects directly to major arteries in Grand 
Rapids and to highway U.S. 31 to the west. On the 
west, the campus is bounded by Forty-Eighth Ave-
nue, a paved road connecting directly to highway 
M-21 to the south. 
A left turn into the campus from highway M-45, at 
Forty-Second Avenue, is v~ry hazardous because 
of alignment, topography and the narrow two-
lane highway. Furthermore, Forty-Second Avenue1 
which originally entered from this direction, sepa-
rated the site and was not sensitive to the configu-
ration of usable land areas. For these reasons, the 
road has been abandoned except for temporary 
access for construction purposes. 
A major ravine system entering the campus from 
the north defines a natural entrance foyer from 
highway M-45. This occurs at a location where 
the vertical alignment of the highway is the most 
conducive to a safe turn-off. 
The surface drainage characteristics of the site di-
vide it into two almost equal areas on a north-south 
axis with the west half draining toward the north-
west and the east half draining into the ravine sys-
tem. Most of the site is heavy clay soil having poor 
permeability characteristics. Care will have to be 
taken to provide positive surface drainage in de~ 
veloped areas. 
19 
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Responsiveness to natural characteristics 
of the site 
The physical development plan of the Grand Val-
ley State College campus derives its unique charac-
ter from the dominant natural qualities of the site 
that divide it into segments of land adaptable to 
decentralization. All major elements of the plan, 
the building design and placement, vehicular and 
pedestrian circulation, parking, pedestrian bridges, 
open space and utilities were carefully studied and 
designed to honor these natural characteristics. 
Aesthetic quolities 
Accepting the premise that aesthetics are an essen-
tial consideration in a desirable educational envi-
ronment, each physical development problem is 
measured in terms of aesthetics as well as function. 
Specifically, Grand Valley State College'e aesthetic 
image rises out of the natural characteristics of the 
ravines and their configuration which define areas 
ideally suited to clusters of small buildings. The re-
sult has been a soft, natural, humanly scaled cam-
pus without ponderous, over-whelming buildings, 
resulting in a friendly educational environment. 
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Oecentrallzation 
The college program is organized so the students 
will have the advantage of working within a small 
group in close relation to the faculty members con-
cerned with their education. 
The first stS.ge development program will accom-
modate four general purpose academic building 
groups, each with a capacity of approximately 1,500 
students. 
Each group will have its own general purpose class-
rooms, study areas and faculty offices and will be in 
close proximity to related housing and food service 
facilities. 
The site is naturally segmented by ravines into 
areas that can accommodate this type of organiza-
tion. Even as early as the site selection stage, this 
natural division was recognized as a distinct ad-
vantage. 
Special purpose instructional buildings for science 
laboratory work, for physical education, and for fine 
arts are to be centrally located and to be commonly 
used by all students and faculty. Main library and 
audio-visual services and administrative functions 
will also be centralized to serve the whole collegiate 
community. 
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Relation of commuter students to resident 
students 
The college provides opportunities for students 
whose homes are within driving distance of the cam-
pus and for those who choose to live on or near the 
campus. Every attempt is made to provide oppor-
tunities for interaction among these students both 
in and out of the classroom. 
The social integration of commuter student activi-
ties on campus with those of resident students 
occurs within a commons or collegiate center. The 
center accommodates recreational facilities, loung-
es, informal meeting areas and food service, all of 
which are available to students, faculty and staff. 
The collegiate center is completely human both in 
its size and in the character of its interior. There-
fore, it cannot and should not serve as an "all-
campus center." Centers will be strategically placed 
close to the main stream of pedestrian traffic and 
will be designed to serve the region of campus in 
which they are located. 
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Manitou and Mackinac halls 
Building materials to date have been selected on 
the basis of their natural characteristics of color, 
texture and form. Here again materials whlch relate 
to the natural landscape seem most sympathetic to 
the total campus concept. The use of unnatural 
colors should be avoided. When conceiving a new 
building design, the architect should contemplate 
the setting and reevaluate the materials of existing 
structures before proposing his solution. While 
structures on different plateaus can be significantly 
different in material and form, it is essential that 
all buildings within one plateau should be closely 
allied in appearance. For example, the first build-
ings are essentially of concrete and field stone. The 
second grouping of buildings are primarily concrete 
and limited corrosion steel, while the residence halls 
are concrete and a greenish-brown face brick. Con-
crete thus becomes the one unifying material that 
has appeared in all buildings, and its use should be 
encouraged in the future in order to bring continuity 
to a fully developed campus. However, it should be 
emphasized that while concrete has unlimited uses 
in content and forms, a wide diversification of build-
ing forms should be a voided. Care should be exer-
cised by all architects who participate in this 
campus development so that buildings will fit well 
and calmly together and that the landscape will 
remain a dominant factor in the total environment. 
Character of open areas 
The open space at Grand Valley State College con-
tributes to the campus character in a very positive 
way. The open spaces are not simply left over areas 
between buildings. They are deliberately created 
enclosures carefully scaled and designed for human 
use. 
In most instances, the open areas are soft green 
lawns through which pass curvilinear walkways. 
Until the central core area is more fully developed, 
the campus green and walkways should be the dom-
inant image. The funds that would normally be des-
ignated for plazas should be used for the develop-
ment of the landscape. 
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Planting 
Throughout the analysis and planting stages, the 
natural rural environment influenced the physical 
development. Planting added to the campus should 
also recognize these environmental qualities. The 
campus greeen merges with the soft rolling con-
tours of the countryside. Planting is not intended 
to decorate the architecture but rather to blend the 
building into the environment. The most important 
element of the planting concept is the shade trees 
which drift out of the ravines and provide a canopy 
for the plateaus. Where possible, indigenous species 
such as red oak and ironwood should be used to 
relate to the existing landscape. 
Buildings located next to the steep slopes of the 
ravines are landscaped with restraint so that the 
natural qualities will dominate the visual image. 
Extreme care is taken to retain the vegetation of 
the slopes to protect against erosion damage. 
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Parking, vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
The placement of parking, the vehicular circulation, 
and the pedestrian walkways are designed to func-
tion as a related system. The automobile circulates 
on the perimeter roadways, linked to large storage 
parking lots placed to serve conveniently the devel-
oped campus. The walkways feed into the campus 
from perimeter drives and parking areas along the 
edges of the ravines. A major pedestrian walkway 
links the campus from north to south. 
The curving campus drive encircles the ravines far 
enough from the plateaus to allow development of 
a '4ten minute" ravine-oriented pedestrian campus 
of approximately 7,500 students. This major ve-
hicular artery will also provide primary access to 
future development westward toward Forty-Eighth 
Avenue, appropriately separating areas of con-
trasting character. 
Storage parking lots provide one space for every 
three students and one space for each staff and fac-
ulty member. The lots are near large assembly 
facilities that are used for special all-college events. 
Where necessary, small convenience parking areas 
penetrate into the campus with minimal interfer-
ence of pedestrian traffic. 
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The walkways follow either the ravine edges or the 
rolling terrain of the plateaus. Their first function 
is to provide a smooth flowing walkway pattern 
from origin to destination points. They should, 
however, be sufficiently wide and of proper con· 
struction to accommodate service vehicles and also 
to allow for increased use as the campus grows. Bi-
tuminous materials used in constructing these 
walks blend effectively with the landscape. 
Pedestrian bridges unify the campus and provide 
the dramatic experience of literally walking through 
the tops of huge mature hardwood trees growing in 
the ravines. The bridges are unobtrusive and o not 
detract from the natural character of the ravines. 
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Utilitarian factors 
Utilities center 
An area of the campus adjacent to highway M-45 
has been set aside as a utilities center for the entire 
campus. This area will serve as a receiving, ware-
housing and maintenance center for the college. 
The first building in the area, a central utilities 
plant, houses equipment for the generation of 
steam and chilled water used for heating and air 
conditioning the buildings on campus. The campus 
electrical power supply and telephone service enter 
and are distributed from this area. 
utility patterns 
Utilities tunnel system-Along with the construc-
tion of college buildings, a utilities tunnel has been 
installed to carry steam for heating, chilled water 
for cooling, electrical power, telephone service, a 
central fire alarm system, a centrally controlled 
clock system and audio-video services to all build-
ings in the developed campus areas. All of these 
services originate at the central utilities plant ex-
cept the audio-video system. The tunnel is large 
enough to provide these services to the entire fu-
ture campus. This system will provide a high 
degree of convenience and continuity of service at 
a low maintenance cost. 
Sanitary sewage system-Soon after the college 
site was selected, arrangements were made with 
the Ottawa County Road Commission for the con-
struction of a community sanitary sewage system 
to serve not only the college but also adjoining 
areas in Allendale and Georgetown Townships. The 
system is owned and operated by the Road Com-
mission with the college as its first and largest 
customer. 
A lagoon-type sewage disposal system has been 
constructed near the Grand River approximately 
one-half mile north of the campus. A trunk sewer 
extends from there southward through the approxi-
mate center of the developable campus. From this 
trunk, laterals are extended as required to serve 
college buildings. 
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Water system -The Ottawa County Road Com-
mission also provides water service to the college 
and adjoining areas. 
The water system presently consists of high capac-
ity wells approximately two hundred feet deep 
located along the north and south sides of the cam-
pus, a two-hundred-thousand gallon elevated stor-
age tank at the south edge of the campus, and a 
distribution system located in the utilities corridor 
paralleling the alignment of the campus drives. 
Storm sewer system-All areas of the campus lie 
within relatively close proximity to the ravine sys-
tem which feeds into the Grand River. An overall 
storm drainage pattern has been developed by the 
campus planners. A sub-surface storm drainage 
system is also being developed with the construc-
tion of buildings, parking areas, etc. The system 
consists of several separate lines terminating in the 
ravines, each designed to serve a specific area of the 
campus. 
Gas system-The Mic.:higan Consolidated Gas 
Company has constructed a high pressure gas main 
to the central utilities plant and also through the 
campus in the utilities corridor. This service is 
available to buildings as required through branch 
lines from the mains. 
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Adaptation to evolving education programs 
Within the structure of the physical plan there is 
a reasonable degree of flexibility allowing program 
change. This was evidenced by the addition of resi-
dential buildings to what originally was to be a 
strictly commuter campus. 
The housing is placed next to a ravine edge. Each 
building is serviced by a vehicular drive and walk-
way from the top of the ravine where access to the 
Campus Drive and parking occurs. The original in-
tent of the plan is not affected. Also, the second 
academic building group has been constructed as 
two closely related buildings rather than three 
buildings serving the same number of students. Al-
though larger in size, the buildings still maintain a 
low one-to-two-story profile "in scale" with the 
area of the plateau. The Commons orients its pri-
mary entrances to the pedestrian system and allows 
a service access from the campus drive without ma-
jor pedestrian conflict. 
Parking will soon penetrate into the interior of the 
campus to serve the central library and adminis-
tration building. However, the lot is small and 
should not set a precedent for the intrusion of ma-
jor parking within the primary pedestrian areas of 
the campus. 
Although the original plan has been modified to 
meet changing needs, each change was carefully 
studied and resolved within the conte.1t.t and ob-
jectives of the principles set forth in the original 
development plan. 
Copeland House ._ 
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Following i8 a deec:ription of the plan concept of the 
Ravine Campus in more specific physical design 
terms. The deecription is broken down into four 
zones of aub-cunpus areas. The building functions 
indicated in eac:h area aze indicated in broad terms 
aince prec:iae program and organization possibili-
ties ha.a not been entintly determined. The essen-
tial principle to keep in mind is that the plan de-
scription in t.be nest pagee expresses the essentials 
of a site planning concept. It is the recommended 
framework within which future building projects 
can be conceived in accordance with current pro-
gram requirements. 
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Sq. Ft. 
Gross 
Floor 
Area 
ZONE I 3000 Students 
Common Facilities 
Existing 
Library 68,500 
Seidman House 10,600 
Academic Complex I 1500 Students 
Existing 
Lake Michigan Hall 40,900 
Lake Superior Hall 40,900 
Lake Huron Hall 
Academic Complex Ill 
Proposed 
31,900 
1500 Students 
80,000 
Building 
Ground 
Coverage 
Sq. Ft. 
12,300 
7,500 
16,600 
16,600 
14,600 
40,000 
Total 272,800 107,600 
Total land Area 13 Acres 566,280 
G.A.C. .19 
F.A.R. .48 
G.A.C. The Ground Area Coverage is the ratio of 
the ground area covered by structures to 
the total ground area. 
F.A.R. The Floor Area Ratio is the ratio of total 
floor area (on all floors of all buildings) to 
the total ground area in a given zone. 
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Gross Building 
Floor Ground 
Area Coverage 
Sq. Ft. Sq. Ft. 
ZONE 11 3000 Students 
Common Facilities 
Existing 
Students Commons 37,500 18,800 
Loutit Hall of Science 39,600 12,200 
Academic Complex II 1500 Students 
Mackinac 37,400 20,200 
Manitou 32,300 16,700 
Academic Comlex IV 1500 Students 
Proposed 80,000 40,000 
Dorms 
Existing 
Copeland House 36,900 12,500 
Robinson House 50,400 12,900 
Proposed 
Donn II 50,400 12,900 
Donn IV 50,400 12,900 
Athletic Field House 
Existing 110,000 50,300 
Proposed 43,000 43,000 
Total 567,900 209,400 
Total Land Area 18 Acres 784,080 
G.A.C. .27 
F.A.R. .67 
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Gross Building 
Floor Ground 
Area Coverage 
Sq. Ft. Sq. Ft. 
ZONE Ill 3,000 Students 
Common Facilities 
Proposed 
Student Commons 37,400 18,800 
Academic Complex V 1500 Students 
Proposed 93,000 37,600 
Academic Complex VI 1500 Students 
Proposed 93,000 45,000 
Dorms 
P roposed 201 ,000 100,500 
T otal 424,400 201,900 
Total Land Area 29 Acres 1,263,240 
G.A.C. .16 
F.A.R. .34 
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Gross Building 
Floor Ground 
Area Coverage 
CENTRAL AREA Sq. Ft. Sq. Ft. 
Common Facilities 
Existing 
Library 68,500 12,300 
Fine Arts 38,900 37,300 
P roposed 376,600 150,000 
Academic 
Existing 
Lake Superior Hall 40,900 16,600 
Total 524,900 216,200 
Total Land Area 30 Acres 1,306,800 
G.A.C. .17 
F.A.R. .40 
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF RAVINE CAMPUS 
Existing Projected Total 
Enrollment 2204 9000 F.T.E. 
Building Space 
Academic 330,400 S.F. 1,053,000 S.F. 
Collegiate Center 48,100 S.F. 85,500 S.F. 
Residence Halls 86,800 S.F. 388,600 S.F. 
Athletics 110,000 S.F. 153,000 S.F. 
Service 26,000 S.F. 46,000 S.F. 
Total gross floor area in square feet all facilities 
Total building ground coverage in square feet for all facilities 
Total Area of developed plateaus - 90 acres 
Parking 
Ratios 
Projected S.F./student - 117 
Projected S.F./student - 9.5 
Existing S.F./student -164 
Projected students in 
residence 
1,726,100 gr.sf. 
706,200 sf. 
-2,370 
F.A.R. = .44 
G.A.C.= .18 
Faculty, staff & visitors 
Students 
1,350 spaces 
4,060 spaces 
1 space/6.66 students 
1 space/2.2 students 
Total 
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ARCHITECTURE 
Buildings constructed or under construction to date as follows: 
Building Name Completion Date Architect 
Lake Michigan Hall September 1963 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Lake Superior Hall November 1963 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Seidman House April 1964 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Lake Huron Hall September 1964 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Loutit Hall of Science December 1965 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Copeland House October 1966 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Central Boiler December 1966 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Student Commons January 1967 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Robinson House October 1967 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
Athletic Field House January 1968 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc, 
Manitou and Mackinac halls September 1967 Tarapata MacMahon Assoc. 
Central Library September 1968 Meathe, Kessler & Assoc. 
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LONG RANGE EXPANSION 
Potential for the development of a second campus 
occurs west of Campus Drive within a 10 minute 
walking circle accommodating J4,500 students. On 
the east edge of the second campus would be an 
area set aside for uses common and convenient to 
both campuses. Pedestrian in concept the second 
campus can be more compact than the Ravine 
Campus with continuous building groupings en· 
closing architectural spaces enriched with mate-
rials related to the scale and interest of its users. 
The site, having no major natural barriers or lim· 
itations, such as the wooded ravines, can be ma-
nipulated and molded to almost any foreseeable 
program demands. 
Parking is accessible from perimeter drives outside 
the walking circle with major entrance drives serv-
ing all quadrants of the site. Primary housing zones 
are adjacent to the west edge of the campus, relat-
ing to the community which is anticipated in the 
future, west of 48th Street. 
Convenient and contiguous to both the Ravine 
Campus and Westerly Campus is a large zone where 
facilities related and utilized by each can be located. 
The uses can also appropriately relate to the com-
munity, where parking is convenient and there is 
little interruption to the interior zones of each 
campus. 
Large open space zones occur on the entire north 
edge of the site abutting M-45, providing athletic 
fields for the physical education program. The large 
open space on the south edge will serve future rec-
reational needs of the intramural program. Located 
on the prime edges, the generous open spaces can 
also serve to buffer the campus from an undeter-
minable land use edge, as well as provide an effec-
tive green foreground £or the college buildings. 
Flanking the Ravine Campus on the north and south 
are land areas folded into the topography of the 
wooded ravines. These areas, because of their un-
usual natural beauty and remoteness from the de-
veloped campus, should be set aside as land reserves 
for very special but appropriate use. 
Future Development Guidelines for the 
Westerly Campus 
As the program and physical plan of the Ravine 
Campus is implemented in terms of stated develop-
ment capacities, authorization should be given to 
study the Westerly Campus development poten-
tials in detail. It is extremely important that the 
study begin at least three years prior to actual proj-
ect implementation so that program and site devel-
opment criteria can be, delineated with some degree 
of validity recognizing the development principles 
of the Ravine Campus. 
-
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